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It may take a community to raise a learner, but often 
community members don’t know how to contribute to 
growing their local learning ecosystem. Many may 
think, “How much does my donating books or 
volunteering as a reading partner really contribute to 
the educational wealth of the community?”  The 
Cincinnati Learning Commons (CLC) lets you see just 
how big your learning footprint can be and how it 
serves to strengthen your community’s resilience. 

The CLC acts as your community’s platform for crowd 
sourcing and exchanging learning resources and 
services. It collects learning resources, including books, 
lab supplies, digital media and devices, and courseware 
that community members can buy or rent.  It also serves 
as a time bank for services such as coaching reading 
and math, helping learners practice a foreign language, 
acting as an expeditionary learning guide, providing 
college and career counseling, or donating your garage 
or garden for an event.  The CLC works on the idea that 
everyone has something — time, talent, or treasure — 
that they can contribute to support learning.  When 
everyone shares, the community’s educational wealth 
grows. Some believe that every community needs a 
vibrant “backup” learning system such as the CLC.

The CLC community exchange statement shown here 
lets people keep track of their accounts so they can see 
what they’ve contributed and what they’ve used from 
the learning commons.  As members earn CLC points 
and status for participating, they can trade those points 
for resources or services or save them in a “learning 
savings account.”  The CLC also provides an active 
crowdsourcing platform for support with teaching and 
learning tasks.  Need help reviewing 25 U.S. 
Constitution projects?  Post a request to the CLC 
EdTask Forum and volunteers will respond. 
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